
Fifth Sunday of Lent – Year A 

 

The raising of Lazarus from the dead is the last of the 

seven “signs” presented in the Gospel of St. John and 

brings us to a sort of end point, as far as St. John is 

concerned, regarding what God intended to reveal in 

them.  From the first sign at the wedding at Cana in 

Galilee, with its emphasis on Jesus as the fulfillment of 

Jewish religion, through the others such as the healing 

of the royal official’s son, the feeding of the 5000, the 

walking on water, etc., we discover in the last of the 

signs that Jesus is Lord even over death. 

To get that point across Jesus has to wait in Galilee until 

such time as Lazarus will be good and dead—four days 

in the tomb—so that no one will be inclined to think that 

his raising is really only a case of mistaken diagnosis. 

This sign of raising Lazarus shows Jesus at his most 

engaged.  He knows what he’s doing, but he is also 

deeply moved by the event and how it touches those he 

loves.  He weeps at the death of his friend, Lazarus, and 

is perturbed (in the sense of really being taken aback by 

the grief he encounters and feels personally).  He shows 

the face of a God who cannot help but get personally 

involved, who does not know anything about staying 

aloof from what’s going on around him. 

Death sucks!  Jesus recognizes that and has arrived in 

Bethany to do something about it.   

What he does is not about removing death from the 

human scene—Lazarus did not live forever in the body 

Jesus called forth from the tomb—but he does make 

sure that Mary and Martha and all those who came to 

mourn with them know that there is life beyond bodily 
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death.  The life of the resurrection is something Jesus 

not only experiences himself but which he offers to all 

of us.  We are Lazarus. 

How does this message speak to us today?  The first 

reading provides some guidance, I think.  God says 

through the prophet Ezekiel “I will open your graves 

and have you rise from them…”  Since those words are 

spoken to people who are still living, the words have an 

imaginative effect.   

They have lost so much, living in exile in Babylon, it 

seems like they have died and are buried in grief for all 

they have lost.  We also have lost and are still losing 

much of what we have held dear.  Some of it probably 

should go—the excess comforts or the things we use to 

insulate ourselves from the cries of the poor—but much 

of it was good and life-giving and godly.  Much of that 

has been taken away, too, and we are suffering for it. 

In the midst of loss, God speaks words of comfort and 

restoration.  It’s something he will do, and we will 

simply discover it. 

I’ve already had several conversations with people who 

are dreaming about what life might be like once the 

virus crisis is over.  How they hope to end up, as one 

person put it, “in a kinder, gentler world.” I’m sure that 

aligns with what God has in mind for us, but we have to 

long for it and keep vigilant that things don’t simply go 

back to how they were pre-crisis.  That was no golden 

age.  The “golden age” always lies ahead.  We call it the 

kingdom of God. 
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Wouldn’t it be great if, at the end of this, we found 

ourselves closer to that than we were when this whole 

thing began. 

 


